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Foreword

The International Association for Automation and Robotics in Construction (IAARC) and the
Local Organizing Committee are pleased to present the Proceedings of the 43rd International
Symposium on Automation and Robotics in Construction (ISARC 2026). This year's
symposium draws inspiration from the vibrant spirit, innovation, and cultural diversity of its host
city, Singapore. ISARC 2026 was held from 22 to 26 of June, 2026, proudly hosted by National
University of Singapore.

The 43rd edition of ISARC demonstrated unprecedented growth and remarkable global
participation. A total of 451 papers were submitted, marking a significant 66% increase from
the previous year. Following a rigorous, multi-step peer-review process, 345 papers were
initially accepted (a 76% acceptance rate), with 331 papers ultimately finalized for presentation
and inclusion in these proceedings. In total, the symposium brought together 1,319 authors
and co-authors representing 222 universities, research labs, departments, and companies
globally.

To maintain the highest standards of quality review amidst this historic surge in submissions,
the Technical Committee expanded the Area Chair team to 49 members (up from around 30
in previous years). This expansion substantially enhanced regional diversity, purposefully
involving experts from previously underrepresented regions such as South America and Africa.
The review framework was robustly supported by 392 reviewers (a 52% increase from 2025)
who meticulously delivered 978 comprehensive reviews (a 66% increase over the previous
cycle).

Building upon the successful innovations of past symposia, the ISARC 2026 Technical
Committee introduced systemic operational upgrades to streamline curation and enhance
clarity:

(i) Enhanced Reviewer Onboarding and Guidance: Editorial quality was aligned early
through two dedicated onboarding kickoff sessions in December 2025, supported by
streamlined guideline documents, step-by-step cue cards, and short instructional videos
detailing Area Chair tasks,

(ii) Streamlined Collaboration: Close, responsive coordination between the Technical
Committee (TC), Local Organizing Committee (LOC), and Area Chairs (ACs) was
maintained across WhatsApp, email, and ConfTool. Progress tracking and monitoring
were further maintained via monthly status updates to the VP of Publications.

(iii) Policy and Protocol Clarification: Broad clarity was established regarding the ISARC
Publication Copyright. Additionally, participation protocols explicitly prioritized in-person
presentations to optimize academic discourse, restricting virtual/Zoom presentations
strictly to authors with legitimate, verified travel difficulties.

(iv) Structured Selection Rubric: Track-level curation was elevated by requiring each AC to
recommend and rank the top three papers in their track. The TC then screened these
recommendations against a strict rubric evaluating long-term relevance (potential impact
over 5 years), novelty of methods, and evaluation reproducibility.

The final ISARC 2026 program featured a diverse and rigorous schedule comprising 3 keynote
presentations, 11 plenary session presentations (comprising 8 general plenaries and 3

viii



specialized Theme Plenaries centered on the joint “lean-digital” theme), alongside 56 parallel
sessions and 7 poster presentations. Notably, to preserve peer-review equity, posters were
evaluated using the same rigorous rubric and process as full papers, resulting in a competitive
selection process that filtered out approximately 50% of submitted posters.

We hope you find this year's proceedings exceptionally engaging, and the compiled research
highly insightful and inspiring for the future of automation in construction. Enjoy your reading!

Qian Chen
Gaang Lee
Ci-dyun Liang
Jiansong Zhang
Vineet R. Kamat
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