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ABSTRACT

This report describes the summary of the development of the fireproof insulation spray
robot No.1 system in 1991, as an example of promoting the automation of architectural work
by taking advantage of a wide-use type industrial robot. This was reported at the 9th
International Construction Robot Symposium in 1992. The research and development
activities have been continuing and the No.3 system was developed by making various
improvements to the No.1 system and it is now being applied to the all-weather type
building automatic construction system.The system is composed of two major devices, which
are as follows: 1)Fireproof insulation spray robot,and 2)Remote control type fully-automated
plant.The aim of this thesis,is to describe the positioning of the above system in the
all-weather type building automatic construction system,the details of the development from
the NO.1 machine,through to the NO.2 machine and to the NO.3 machine.Also, the special
features of the system,the details of each constituting device,the composition of the software
and the results of the execution,will be described.In addition there is discussion of the
possibility of applying the wide-use type industrial robot to the construction site.

1. INTRODUCTION

Fireproof insulation spray work executed by using the dry method for buildings of
reinforced concrete construction, has to be performed under adverse environmental conditions
accompanied by a great volume of dust arising from heavy labor which includes the throwing
of materials, the dismantling of scaffolds, and the moving thereof. For this reason, the
shortage of younger workers is presenting a problem. There have not been many
improvements to address these problems and therefore, larger scale improvements by means
of mechanization and the use of new materials have been under great demand.

This development, as an example of promoting the automation of architectural
construction work takes advantage of a wide-use industrial robot. It aims to make great
improvements addressing the problems of the conventional construction operation,reducing
labor and upgrading the quality of the work by structuring a robot system subject to the
in-situ mix dry spray method, which makes up the greater part of the fireproof insulation
spray work.
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2. PROGRESS OF DEVELOPMENT

The development commenced in 1989 by analyzing the conventional work and by
examining applicable technologies not only of the construction industry, but also including
other industries. The design of the basic system was carried out. The following shows
problems raised as a result thereof-

. Because the dimensions and configuration of the girders and columns the subjects of the
fireproof insulation spray are diversified. It becomes essential to input the bulky amount of
data available to complete the automated construction.
• There are many obstacles to construction, such as wiring and piping for utilities, and

consequently it will be necessary for human judgments to be made on the spot.
• Complete automation will be difficult to achieve for practical purposes in view of the

time needed for development and the cost involved.

In consideration of these problems, the basic focus for this development was the labor
saving system by means of "men + robot", and the actual development commenced in 1990.
The development of No.1 system had proved applicable to the wide use of the industrial
robot to a building construction site and the possibility of using it to fireproof insulation
spray operation. The development of No.2 system following the No.1 system, included the
development of peripheral technologies including improvements of the position measurement
device and the self-control travel flatcar. These improvements were made aiming at realizing
a practical system which meets the demands of an actual building construction site. Although
the completion of this Not system had attained the initial target of development, to aim at
further upgrading the construction efficiency by introducing it to an all-weather type
building, the automatic construction system, No.3 system equipped with a rail travelling
function was developed.

Table 1 shows the main examinations and implementation items which were performed up
until the development of the No.3 system.

Table 1 Progress of system development.

Item Specification of Main points o/ Sppeedficagon of Main points of Specification of
No.1 s ystem I rdvertlent No . 2 s stem rovement No.3 "stem

Selection of light weight 7 axes robot ascend and
Type 8 exec robot 8 axes robot man Jdne with ascend aM

dis 8 sklewa travel
descend . skdewey travel

_
UpgradYp o/==0 Ltght weight by

Robot Control Panel Separated layout
.. 1

aneuverability Loaded with Doer splitting when moved Traction type

Due to Uanpe Upgrading of
Splay length Max1 , 000 mm in type of nroohiee Max800 mm construc8on speed Max3,000 mm

Ascend & Osand Minlaturizlnp of fatar, Relecated to
mechanism 1 step scissors Ii ner securing of an height 2 -step scluors tiller robot arm portion Not equipped

Control Uhn-sonic sonar Automatic control Automatic control of Controlled by
Fblar for above measurement display of finer linear encoder measurement robot control panel No cunhol

h k m 2 - 90 °
Upg d

e Dili ofo
made4-

(2ws 4s 90 ° s in )
O04-11.0.

i2 90 °mac en s ( .S. s . ) p y
w

, p
ws.

( ws / ws, sp n)

Robot control panel Utilization Sequencer for Speeding of computation
CPU takes place oft of sequencer network exclusive use speed up keep of data Factory computer

Central Button input Upgradingp of
Control Input & output Digital indicator operabil y Touch panel display Touch panel display

Uro rading of
ol

Laser distance Laser distance
Sencer uhra -sonic sencer measu ent c measurement sensor measurement sensor

Position Upgrading of Distance from girder,postore Distance from girder posture
mesuremenl Measurement gem Away how girder qualify and operabilhy angle,girder span length arrgle .girder span length

Smoke prevent- changed to Ascend & descend fuming , Ascend & descend fuming,
Outfit shutter enclosure type head Swing head swing

Conventional Automation of supply
Machinery by relay Conventional plant of matenals Fuily-a uromalic plant

Remote control Sequencer and Seguencer and
Plant Control made Control by relay of plant in ner control envener control

Upgrading of No f revolution
N.

of revolution
Control item. ON /OFF control quality and ONIOFF control and ON/OFF contml
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3. SYSTEM COMPOSITION AND SUMMARY

As shown in Fig.1 this system is composed of a fireproof insulation spray robot and a
fully-automatic semi-wet type fireproof insulation spray plant.

Slat conveyor for root wool stock (350kg x 4 ea )

A flatcar
(loaded with

robot controller)

Main flatcar
Anemometer unit

Folding .it portion

Mortar valve unit

Fireproof insulation spray robot.

Water supply pump

Vibro feeder

Line mixer

Mortar pressurized pump No. 2

Fully-automatic semi-wet type

fireproof insulation spray plant.

Fig.1 System composition.

3-1 Fire proof insulation spray robot

The fireproof insulation spray robot that moves in sequence from the floor of the
construction site and sprays according to the construction schedule, is composed of 4parts as
detailed below.

(1) 9 axes robot arm portion

Added to the robot arm portion that grips the nozzle and carries out the spray action in
this system, were an ascend and descend lifter that moves the robot upward and downward
and a sideways base that allows the robot to travel sideways to the wide-use vertical
multi-joint type 7 axes robot.

As well as aiming at reducing the weight of the whole system and in consideration of the
swing caused due to the upward, downward and sideways movements of the robot arm,the
type was selected was the one with the lightest robot arm among the movable weight 1Okgf
types that are on the market. It is one which allows the addition of 2 axes,upward and
downward and sideways movements in the movement software.

Table 2 shows the main specifications of the robot arm portion and Fig.2 shows its scope
of movement.
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Table 2 Specification of robot arm portion.
Item S ecification

Type 7 degree of freedom
venal muDealt

Protective structure Dust proof, dd oof IP.53)

Robot amt
Maximum com osne s peed 1.55 m/sec
Position re etition accurac ± 0. 1 m
We' ht ca ecn 10
Davmode AC eve motor
Bod wee hl 32 k /
T e LM uide. ball screw 1

Ascending Maximum ascendin & descendin g speed 250 mmisec
descending Ascendin d deacentlin stroke 805 mm
device Driven mode AC servo motor

Bod wee ht 81 k f
Type Rack 8 inlon t o

Sideway Maximum sidewa y travelspe ed 250 mm/sec
travel Sideway travel stroke 3. 000 mm
device Drivin mode AC servo motor

Boa wee ht 30 k r

Protective structure -43Dn root a IP
Control mode

(

ol ,Each a= ntr
simultaneous es + OP 2 axes

1
Robot

Playback function PTP, CP

control
Onvin mode Transistor PWM control

an al
Instruction mode Each axis. osition stun, aired

p
Pro ram language C lan u
Intartace RS-232C, Dl / 0
Power source AC 200V / 220V

Weight 30 kgf + OP

(2) Self-control travel flatcar

Fig.2 Robot arm scope of movement.

The self-control travel flatcar that forms the rail for the sideways travel base on which the
robot arm is loaded and moves this rail to the girder to be sprayed, was newly developed.
The main characteristics of this flatcar are described below.

© 3-divided mode and folding mechanisms were adopted to make moving in and out, as
well as to and from the floor to be worked on, easier and to make it movable even on a
narrow floor.

© To increase the travelling accuracy including ability to advance straight, and to make
maneuverability better, a 4-mode steering method (4-wheel steering, 2-wheel steering, 90

sideway travel and spin turn) by means of a non-backlash hydraulic rotary actuator, was
adopted.

© In addition to manual operation the use of cable and radio remote control automatic
operations from the central control panel was made possible.

Table 3 shows the main specifications of a self-control travel flatcar and Fig.3 its
summary.

Table 3 Self-control traveling

rail flatcar specification.

Fig.3 Self-control travel rail flatcar summary.

Item S ecification
Total length
when connected )

Unfolding . 727 mm
Foldm .3.505 mm

Total length
when disassembled

Maximum I. 940 mm

Total width 800 mm

Total nee M 1 B00 mm

Wei hl (when connected 1,050 k9 f
Weight (when disassembed ) Maxim m 615 kgf

(ncluin laser sensor)
Davin mode Hydraulic motor 2 weal diagonal dove
Steering type

4H yd a indet erntlen(u ateerin

Steerin mode Zws. 4ws ,

90* s
p in

Operation method Manual cable , m ual radio, automatic
VMeel 0300 urethane wheel
Power source DC 24V/AC 200V swilchln type

Outfit
Rack for rolwl travel
'Mann inch type tolding mechantsn
_Posssible to be divided ento 3
when mo,nq in and out

13th ISARC --966-



(3) Laser type automatic position measurement device

This device has the self-control travel flatcar installed parallel to the girder to be sprayed
at an accurate distance apart from it. It is equipped with the automatic position measurement
device which measures the length of the girder.

This measurement device allows the performance of an accurate position measurement at
all times by ascending and descending, making a 90 ° turn and by shaking the head using
a pair of laser measurement sensors placed in front and in rear of the flatcar by means of an
air drive.

Fig. 4 shows the functions of the instruments and Photo 1 shows the external appearance
thereof.

L Turning function

Enclosure

Ascend and descend function

rTraverse shifting function

Fig.4 Functions of a laser position

measurement instrument.
(4) Central control panel

Photo 1 Exteral appearance of a laser

position measurement instrument.

The central control panel is loaded on a self-controlled travelling rail flatcar in rear and
performs the general control of the computers of each device that constitutes this system.By
using a touch panel display attached thereto, it is possible to readily perform the setting of
the motion data of robot and plant. Fig.5 shows examples of the indications of the touch
panel display and Photo 2 shows the circumstances of use by a worker.

Fig.5 Example of an indication

of a touch panel display.

Photo 2 Circumstances of use by a worker.
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3-2 Fully-automatic semi-wet type fireproof insulation spray plant

In this system, with the objective of stabilizing the construction quality and the upgrading
of the maneuverability by means of a stabilized supply of materials, a fully-automatic plant
that can perform a series of operations was newly developed and adopted. These operations
included the supplying of rock wool, cement and water, the mixing and stirring of slurry
based on instructions from control panel installed on the floor of construction site and the
performance of an ON/OFF control and the control of number of revolution of rock wool
spray machines, a blower and a mortar pump. This plant is composed roughly of two parts, a
rock wool plant and a mortar plant. Figs.6 and 7 shows the operation flow of each plant.

Rockwool meting machine

Rockwool Rockwool Primary stirring

Slat conveyor F,, i,-
for stock
(350kg x 4 ea )

Blower No 2

OJ+
Secondary stirring

Screw conveyor

Spray gun No.1

Vibro feeder Pressurized mortar
Spray nozzle I L^jj pump Not
for water

supply
rO n lens

Water tank
Spray gun No 2

Fig.6 Rockwool supply flow chart.

Cement slo 7m

Flow switch

Fig.7 Mortar supply flow chart.

4. SYSYTEM CONTROL AND SUMMARY OF OPERATION

.Pray yuii -c

4-1 System control

The system control was arranged so that with the central control panel loaded on the
self-control travelling rail flatcar in rear acted as a host computer. Based on input data from
the touch panel display, 9 axes robot arm, self-control travelling rail flatcar and each
respective control panel of entire automatic plant can be controlled. The following describes

main control items:

Ol By means of the input construction conditions from the touch panel, display robot
armmovement data are computed and transmitted to the robot arm control panel.

0 While performing ascending and descending operations and 90 ° turns the head swing

of the laser automatic position measurement device in front and in rear, measures the present
position of the self-control travelling rail flatcar and guides the flatcar to the designated
position.

(I On the basis of the above results of the position measurement, an error in the positioning

that is caused when guiding the flatcar can be revised by correcting movement data of the

robot arm.

® Input data from the touch panel display is transmitted to the plant control panel and
creates a monitor display of the operation situation of the plant on a touch panel display.
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In the case of the semi-wet spray method, since there will he a time tag between the rock
wool throwing to the discharge of the rock wool from tip of the spray gun nozzle (due to
passage). A time chart taking into consideration such time lag is prepared and an ON/OFF
movement timing is transmitted to each control panel.

© At the plant control panel, the supply of cement and water at a designated mix ratio is
made depending on the working conditions of the mortar plant and the number of revolutions
by means of an inverter control.

Fig.8 shows the time chart of 1 cycle and Fig.9 shows the composition of the control
equipment.

DO Time lag ( Passage time from throwing of rockwool to spray gun top - rockwool passage detection sensor
=T)

DI Time of movement from spray home position to spray stars position -- compu! ea value or measured value

02 Spray time

DO

D1 D 2

Robot i omp uta : Spray

Rockwool 0 F F 0 N 0 F F

Mortar OFF 0 N OFF

Fig.8 Spray time chart.

Robot
control panel

Lett lever dieter.
measurome-

ntaenaor

Air cylinder for
su roman1

sensor

Rail flatcar (A flatcar)

9 axes robot arm

I Robot armTravelling bane A
deeeensceddev

nd anic

de

Hydraulic rotary
actuator for

ateemg

Hydraulic ,for
for uavelling

Encoder for IEncoder forde-

detection of tection of travelt-
steering angle I no distance

Some amplifier
for travelling and

steering

Rail flatcar

sequencer

Rau netcar (mole flatcar)

Plant control panel

Rail flatcar ( B Flatcar)
............................................

H

Central control

computer

Central control
sequencer

Touch panel

display

H Ope etioer box

Right laser dis-
tance m r
mom sensor

Air cylinder for

m merit

-sor

Operation panel for manual spray

Touch panel
^- display ,

n a. ^a spa .r

ratio

Operation box

recaw.r

................................: :..........1.................................

Branch box

......................................................

Plant control

sequencer

Re vo lu lion

control plant

equipment2

Revolution
control plant

equipment 0

Sensor for
various controls

owoFF
conlmi olar.'.

uipme

ON/OFF

control plant

equipment

------------- ................................................................... ..............---.------.;

Fig.9 Composition of control equipment.
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4-2 Operation procedure of system

Fig.10 shows the operation procedure and Fig.11 shows the construction procedure.The
method of operation includes a manual mode in which the guiding to the spray start position
and the input of the spray length are carried out directly by a worker and the automatic mode
in which these procedures are carried out automatically. The selection of which procedure is
to be used is optional according to the working conditions.

Touch panel display

I Touch panel display Flatcar operation box

Plant calibration Input of girder data

Preparation for spray Wring and piping
t

Initial setting

Before construction

Guiding to girder
to be 1 During construction

1 s ra ed

.................... ...............

Touch panel display . Flatcar operation box -s ; Setting of spray start

.......... P.osition .. ............................. .......... ...............
................... . . .....

Touch panel display Input of length and-► ;Automatic mode• direction .. sp ray

Radio operation box Input of girder pattern

Starting of spray

Upper Flange .. .........-•••

....................
Upper part of web Revision of position

Lower part of web Measurement of Measurement of
position remainin s May volume

.......................
Lower flage Stepped travel

Undergirder
1

Completion of spray

Fig.1O System operation procedure.

1 Guiding to spray start position 2. Positioning measurement 3. Spray (automatic) 4. Movement (automatic) 5 Spray (automatic)

(manual operation ) of spray length (automatic)

Fig. 11 Robot-spray by automatic mode.

4-3 Sequence of spray movement

The sequence of spray movement was determined to be a side spray in which rock wool
is sprayed with a spray gun swinging in a transverse direction. Fig.12 shows the spray
sequence on a girder and Photo 3 and 4 shows the rock wool being sprayed.
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Fig.12 Spray procedure on girder.

Photo 3 Rockwool being sprayed .(No.1) Photo 4 Rockwool being spra_yed.(No.2)

5. CONSTRUCTION

Basic experiment and test construction were conducted on the 6th floor of a medium-rise
office building which was to be constructed using the all-weather type building automatic
construction system and subsequently actual construction was carried out on a part of the 7th
floor to the 11th floor. The results obtained from such a basic experiment and actual
construction are described below.

5-1 Summary of construction

The outline of the building constructed using this system is shown below.

Structural scale: S + SRC construction IF underground 16F aboveground IF PH
Floor area of construction: 13,098m
Eaves height: SGL + 70.8m
Floor height of typical floor: 3.9m
Main structural steel members: BH-900*360*12*25 BH-900*240*12*19

H-346*174*6*9 H-396*199*7*11
5-2 Results of construction

Method of quality control and results
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Construction was carried out with test spray results of the basic experiment as the basic
data and after completion of spray driving of the pins and a cutting test were implemented in
a conventional way. As a result, the specification of the rock wool company for a 2-hour fire
resistance was able to be satisfied.

The characteristics peculiar to construction using robots, which are different from those of
a manual spray are, an excellent completed quality with a relatively small amount of dust
since the spray gun was able to be kept at a fixed distance and angle.

Construction speed
An excellent result, the average construction speed of 17.8 m 2 /h for 2 hour fire resistance

using this system was obtained.
As workers can perform trowel finish, driving of pins, and cleaning, on completed portion

of spray even during construction using robots, the completed amount per day increased
considerably.

6. CONCLUSIONS

he results of the basic experiment and actual construction verified that spray robot can
be moved and construction was able to be performed by 1 spray worker of fireproof
insulation only, and by using it together with a fully-automatic plant, a stable supply of
materials becomes possible and a high quality construction was confirmed. By selecting, a
robot arm with a light weight and an excellent capability to cope with environment. It was
also confirmed that the overall system could miniaturized and be made to be light weight and
have the capability to move between floors of construction.

As a result of the continued trial application of the wide-use industrial robot arm to actual
building construction sites from the No. 1 system to the No. 3 system the following
advantages and disadvantages have been confirmed:

[Advantages]
• By using a wide use product, cost reduction of the system can be made.
• Shortening of the development time can be achieved.
• Maintenance parts can be made available readily.
• Preparation of movement program can he readily made by means of the software

attached.
[Disadvantages]

• There are many machines designed to be suitable for use on the floor of factory and a
dead load is heavy.

• There are restrictions on the dimensions, and configuration, for design because it is a
wide-use product.

Taking into account the above points, the application of a wide-use industrial robot arm
to a building construction site can be made possible by developing peripheral equipment that
can he used in combination with it. It is considered an effective labor saving method and
upgrading of the quality for fireproof insulation spray work is not necessary and can be used
for other types of building construction work as well. In the future, to make this system more
practical, we will endeavor to proceed with improvements while using the system in actual
construction and will examine the method of application of the wide-use industrial robot arm
to other types of operations taking advantage of peripheral technologies obtained through its
development.
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